CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

Examples of this kind might be multi-
plied, but enough has been said to show
that much and, to some extent, new light
may be thrown upon the development of
Christian tradition, by an examination of
Muhammedanism which rose from similar
soil but a few centuries later, while its
traditional developments have been much
more completely preserved.

Such analogies as these can be found,
however, in any of the world-religions, and
we propose to devote our attention more
particularly to the influences which Chris-
tianity and Islam exerted directly upon one
another. While Muhammedanism has bor-
rowed from its hereditary foe, it has also
repaid part of the debt. By the very fact
of its historical position Islam was at first
indebted to Christianity ; but in the de-
partment of Christian philosophy, it has
also exerted its own influence. This in-
fluence cannot be compared with that of
Greek or Jewish thought upon Christian
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